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Amersfoort, September 10th 2008

To the presidents and representatives of the FEES-member societies

Dear colleagues,

This is to ask your attention for two important activities in the next couple of months in the field of promotion and presentation of ergonomics in Europe:- the European Month on Ergonomics (EME) and, at the Expoprotection trade fair in Paris, the Ergonomics Village.

At the end of this message I will give you some other information.

Firstly I like to remind you of the EME.

In the past you have received from Kristiina Juvas, the chairperson of the FEES Communication and Promotion Committee, on various occasions, valuable information about the EME and that this year it will again take place – as usual – in October.

As you may be aware the main purpose of the EME is to create awareness about ergonomics and ergonomists to the general public.

The C&P Committee has prepared very useful material that you can use in support of your activities during this EME, with special emphasis to the topic Ergonomics in Risk Assessment.

Please have a look at the FEES-website (www.fees-network.org) for this, where you will find also suggestions for different kinds of initiatives.
In order not to “re-invent the wheel”, it is suggested to take also good note of the theme that is chosen by the European Agency for Occupational Health and Safety /OSHA for their European Week for Safety (“Healthy Workplace – Good for you, Good for business (Good for Europe) – A European Campaign on Risk Assessment).

OSHA has also prepared very useful material that can be found at www.osha.europa.eu
We really hope this year that all our Member Societies will prepare and organise activities in October in order to make clear what ergonomics is all about !!!

The Communication and Promotion Committee is very curious and interested to become informed after October what activities took place in the various countries.

So, be so kind to inform Kristiina  (k.juvas@luukku.com) about all EME-related activities you have organised.

Finally, at the IEA Council meeting in Reykjavik (August 2008) it was decided to stimulate such an Ergonomics Month worldwide with the usage of the experiences in this regard by FEES! 

Secondly the Ergonomics Village

From 4 to 7 November 2008 the exposition for risk management (Expoprotection) will take place in Paris.

It is planned to set up a village totally dedicated to ergonomics.  This trade fair is supposed to become the largest exhibition on ergonomics in Europe.

FEES has been offered a stand by our sustaining member Ergonoma (co-organiser of this Ergonomics Village).  This stand – 6 square metres Eco Module – will be staffed by one or two hostesses.

This gives us the opportunity to present FEES and also our Member Societies to the visitors.

FEES has prepared general informative posters and a flyer about the organisation and our various activities.

Moreover, we offer our Member Societies the opportunity to present their Society in the FEES-stand with attractive information (of modest quantity!).

This material should be more or less self-explanatory as the hostesses will not be very familiar with ergonomics and ergonomics organisations!

It gives your Society however a chance to present itself to a wide range of the internationally-oriented public!

In case you are interested in this offer / opportunity please contact Christophe Maes (christophe.maes@azalma.be) as soon as possible.

Christophe is a member of our FEES-Executive who is taking care of the practical implementation of the FEES-stand in Paris.

Some miscellaneous items

At the FEES-Executive meeting (September 1–2, 2008), we took note of the recent payment of the dues by the Croatian Ergonomics Society.  As Council took the decision to terminate the FEES-membership of the Croatian.E.S because of prolonged non-payment, the Executive proposes now to revoke this decision.

However we ask our members who do not agree with this standpoint, to react by the end of September 2008 to the FEES-secretary general, Dave O’Neill (doneillassoc@yahoo.co.uk).

A decision about the European Conference on Ergonomics has been postponed to November 2008.  The Executive felt that all the important information needed for a good business decision was not available at the time of the meeting.

We have received the request for FEES-membership by the Hungarian Ergonomics Society.

This will be a formal voting item at the next FEES-Council.

A decision where and when the next (2009) Council will be held is still to be taken.

We hope to meet in the southern part of Europe before summer 2009 and are seeking invitations from possible hosts.  We usually try to combine our Council-meetings with a national event of one of our member societies.

That is all for the moment!

I wish you all success in your preparation of the EME!

Best regards,

Pieter Rookmaaker, president of FEES
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